for an assessment or evaluation and that there is further attrition from the trajectory to treatment as the cases progress.
While "drop-off" is expect ed in any system, a more in-depth follow up is needed to better understand the reasons behind the d rop off so that relevant solutions can be planned a nd implemented. One thing is certain, parents with substance use disorders may drop off the path to treatment but their substance use problems an d the associated effects on
parenting do not drop off along with them.
Drug Testing is Frequently Used without Treatment:
Over a third of the cases had parents who never received treatment participate in urinalyses (UAs). There were a small number of cases where parents participated in UAs without any evidence of SA in the record. 
Drug testing is an important tool to assist in the identification of SUDs and simply identifies the level of alcohol and/or drugs in a parent

Identification of Substance Abuse
The charts presented thus far indicate that, especially for mothers, substance abuse is generally identified fairly early in the case. Identification of substance abuse by fathers occurs somewhat later which may be due to a delayed identification of the involvement of fathers in the child welfare cases altogether. Petitions and amendments were rarely amended to either drop or add substance abuse as a factor in the case. This finding suggests a potential missed opportunity to promote maximum recovery among substance affected families in Nebraska's child welfare system. Most cases had voluntary evaluations, suggesting that they were arranged early in the case, well before the disposition. 
Timeliness of Pre-Treatment Assessment
Timeliness to Substance Abuse Screening .
Mothers Fathers
Among cases where substance use or abuse was identified (211 cases) - 
Timeliness:
The median time for parents to begin treatment is more than four months after the original petition that brought them into court. Half of the cases take longer than four months. As noted in the earlier section, substance abuse problems are identified within the first week of entry into the system for most parents, especially mothers. 
Drop-Off Analysis
